
 
 
 
 

THE USAID REGIONAL WATER AND VULNERABLE ENVIRONMENT ACTIVITY 
 

ROUND TABLE ON SMART AGRICULTURE: TECHNOLOGIES AND BENEFITS FOR 
CENTRAL ASIA 

 
 
Organizers: USAID Regional Water and Vulnerable Environment Activity  
Date: September 5, 2023 
Time: 14:30 – 17:00 Almaty time 
Event format: online using ‘Zoom’ platform with simultaneous translation in Russian and English 
Zoom link for registration:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpfuGrrD4uHNONIRp5wRwESLbPekHuBg2d  
 
Context:  
 
The USAID Regional Water and Vulnerable Environment Activity (Activity) promotes economic stability, 
prosperity, and healthy ecosystems by strengthening regional capacity to manage water resources and 
mitigate environmental risks in the Syr Darya and Amu Darya River basins shared by five Central Asian 
countries. 
 
Climate change issues are becoming increasingly relevant in the countries of Central Asia, negatively 
affecting the countries’ economy, in particular, the agricultural sector. The decrease in irrigation water 
supply in the Aral Sea basin and the unfavorable environmental situation in the region are causing 
significant annual losses in the quality and quantity of many economically valuable agricultural crops. 

In view of the above, the Activity has analyzed the Central Asian agricultural sector with a focus on the 
introduction of innovative approaches in the agricultural sector. The analysis will be used to develop 
recommendations for investment projects on development of innovative climate-adapted agriculture 
including rational water use, wider application of water-saving technologies and use of alternative energy. 
 
Within the framework of the online meeting, experts will share the results of analyses conducted in the 
Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
 
During the meeting, special attention will be given to issues of water security, water and land degradation 
(e.g.  soil erosion, salinization, sedimentation due to soil degradation in watersheds, etc.), the relationship 
between agricultural productivity and water use efficiency, the role the agricultural sector in meeting certain 
national commitments to reduce CO2 emissions, etc. 
 
Purpose: a) to present the analysis of the Central Asia agricultural sector with a focus on the introduction 
of innovative approaches in the sector; b) to discuss the prospects for the development of investment 
projects for the development of innovative climate-adapted agriculture in the region. 
 
Attendees: Central Asian national and regional experts, representatives of regional basin management 
structures, national water ministries, national basin management structures and basin councils, and 
representatives of Small Basin Councils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpfuGrrD4uHNONIRp5wRwESLbPekHuBg2d


AGENDA 
 

 Time Description 

Moderator: Marhabo Yodalieva, Education and Capacity Building Component Lead, 
USAID Regional Water and Vulnerable Environment Activity 

1430 – 1435 Opening Remarks 
 

- Laura Cizmo, Director, Regional Economic Development at 
USAID/Central Asia  
 

1435 – 1440 Introductory presentation  
- Ekaterina Strikeleva, Chief of Party, USAID Regional Water and 

Vulnerable Environment Activity 

1440 – 1530 Presentation of expert analyzes carried out in the countries of Central 
Asia 
 

- Saule Moldabaeva, Innovative approaches in the development of the 
agro-industrial complex of the Republic of Kazakhstan as part of the 
implementation of the Concept for the development of the industry until 
2030. 

- Uran Chekirbaev, New approaches to agricultural development: 
Agricultural clusters under the Ministry of Agriculture of the Kyrgyz 
Republic 

- Vaysidin Saidov, Analysis of the agricultural sector in Tajikistan 
Q/A 

1530 – 1540 Coffee-break  

1540 – 1620 Presentation of expert analyzes carried out in the countries of Central 
Asia (continuation) 
 

- Guljamal Kurbanmamedova, Analysis of the agricultural sector of 
Turkmenistan 

- Pulat Reivov, Opportunities and gaps for the introduction of ‘green’ and 
innovative bio-agro technologies in Muynak district, Uzbekistan 

Q/A  
1620 – 1650 General discussion of potential thematic areas for climate change 

investment projects 
 
Ekaterina Strikeleva, Chief of Party, USAID Regional Water and Vulnerable 
Environment Activity  
 

1650 – 1700 Closing remarks 
 
Marhabo Yodalieva, Education and Capacity Building Component Lead, 
USAID Regional Water and Vulnerable Environment Activity 
 

 


